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� llflliiUCTIII· � 
Welcome to I..ANTER.� 5. The first task of this introduction is to correct an 

unfortunate error that managed to creep into the last issue. It concerned the ar­
ticle on the Lowestoft Witches. In the pen-ultimate paragraph of the articl e it 
was stated that the career of Ma.thew Ho pkins was reached in the t wo ;ears follow­
ing the convictions of the Lowe stoft witches. This is inco rrect, in fact he wa.s on . .  

t he scene some 20 years PRIOR to the Lowestoft trial, during the years 1645 and 46. 
Apologies are offered for this o ver-sig ht. 

Having thus dealt with wr..o.t has gone, we now come up to date with this issue. 
You will no doubt notice that thi s issue has again reverted to the original number 
of pages as in LANTERN 3, ie. 10 as o ppo se d to 12 in No.4. This is due to the fact 
that in the final reckoning, LANTERN 4 pro ved to be rather expensive for us to pr­
int owing to the extra. page. With a. 10 page magazine we do inc ur a slight loss 
which is easily o ff- set from our funds. However, with a. 12 page magazine, the loss 
incurred causes too much of a strain on those very limited funds, which could only 
be re-couped by increasing the price of the magazine. This ye do not co ns ide r to 
be the right move, therefore ye have reduced the pages. Future issues will contain 
10 until such time as our sales increase eno ugh to warrant the inclusion of more. 

Enough of economical This issue expands on the theme announced in this column 
in No.4., of a.rt.icles based on 'personal experiences. I We have three to offer. The 
first being an account of an ex pe rience had by one of our members involving a UFO .  
The second being an arti cle written around the fascinating account of a recent 
sighting of 'Old Shuck1 at Gt. Ya�out h. The editors would like to take thi s opp­
urtunity to thank Mr. Grant, of the Gorleston Coas tguard, for finding the time, 
despite his very exacting and ne ces sary job, for furnishing us with all the mat­
erial needed in making this article possible . T he  third personal experience con­
cerns the haunting of a. local family. Also includ ed in t he  way of new features· is 
a. book review. Different people will, in each issue, re view a. book of their own 
choice which they found most interesting and readable. All ·the usual features are 
also here and as usual we extend the invitation for anyone who has any comment to 
make on LANTEilN AN".U ITS CONTENTS, OR KNOW OF ANYTHING THA.T they feel might inter­
est us to write to us at the following a.ddressa 3 Dunwich Way, O.ulton Broad, Low­
estoft, Suffolk. 

Finally we would like to apologise for the slight delay in the publicat ion 
qf t his issue. This was b ecause our trusty old type-writer, on which the previous 
magazines were wri tten, finally gave up the ghost during the prepa ration of this 
edition . Had it not been for a member kin dly loaning us his electric type -writer, 
we �ight still have been waiting fo r publicationS 

EDITORS: D. Fletcher and I. Bunn. GRA.PHICS: L. Bunn. 
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That enigmatic, legendary creatute, in the form of a large black dog, crops 

up over and over again in the annals of East Anglian Folk-lore. From Sheringham 
on tbe North Norfolk coast, down through the region, through Broadland and the he­
art of Norfolk, through to the 'Waveney Valley and on further sji.ll down the suff­
olf coast into Essex, this creature has, from time �emorial, struck fear and te­
rror into the he arts of our fore-bears. In every corner of the region, although 
his name varies, be it 'Old Shtlck', 'Black Shuck', 10Wd Snarley-how', •Hateful -
thing', 'Galley-trot•, 1Sbug-monkey1, this infamous creature is known through-out 
Ea at Anglia. 

Almost everything about 'Old Shuck • , as he is mo1t commonly lmown, is a my­
stery. Even the derivation of his name, according to some the word 1shuck1 is de­
rived from the old Anglo-Sa.xon word 'Scucca1, meaning Satan or Devil, while to the 
less imaginative it comes froa the local word 1 shucky1 meaning shaggy, no doubt 

��- r'ferring to the creature '• long, un-kempt coat. Likewise, his origins are now ve­
iled by the cloak of time. Here again opinions differ, some say that he is Odin*s 
d.tg of war, brought over by the Vikings, while other, more practical minded people 
say that his origins go back to the days of mauggling, when tales of him nre put 
about to keep people: indoors after dark, to keep them out of tba way while the -­
ugglers went about their clandestine activities. Even descriptions ot 10ld Shncks' 
appearance do not remain consistent. Here he is a large black nebulous creature, 
silently padding along the hedgerows, while over there he is a huge, one-eyed cre­
ature, with a mournful howl and rattling chains. 

Despite all these ambiguities, not every aspect of him is quite diverse. On 
one point most of the nUJDerous legends agreeJ he bodes de.ath or mis-fortune to 
those that are unfortunate enough to see him and secondly, no matter what his now 
forgotten origins were, belief in him was, and still is, deeply rooted in the mind 
of East Anglians. 

In this so-called enlightened and tecbnological age it is easy to sit back and 
scoff at such stories as superstitious nonsense, or the imagining& of backward and 
ignorant minds. But what happens when, in the midst of our marvellous technology 
someone, who is by no means superstitious or ignorant but in fact an educated and 
trained observer, claims to haTe seen •ou Shuck'? .Add to this the fact that he bad 
neYer previously heard of the stories, being recently moved to these parts, and n 
come up with a mystery as curious and enigmatic as •Old. Shuck' himself& 

This in fact happened in 1972, Yhen Kr.Graham Grant then aged 34, an officer 
with HM Coastguard, was keeping lone vigil one rough windy night at the lookout 
station on the South Pier at Gorleston. Mr.Grant describes what happened: 

"• .while on duty at the Coastguard Headquarters on Gorleston South Pier 
on April 19th, 1972, dawn had just broken so I started to scan the coast­
line to the south of my station, then to the north. Both coastlines were 
clear, but I did observe a black dog a quarter of a mile to the north of 
me on Yarmouth beach and at the time thought nothing of it • .A. scan out 
to sea confi�ed that my area was clear for the tbae being, so I turned 
my eyes once again to the dog. It was running up and down the beach as 
if looking for someone, it was some 50 yards from the sea. The nearest 
description of the dog I can give is as follows1 It was a large black 
hound-type animal, standing about 3 feet from head to feet. I did not 
notice it's eyes at the time but I feel sure that it had two. Old Shuck 
hal been reported with one eye, like a cyclops, I feel sure that if it 
had only one eye it would haTe stuck in my mind without a doubt. Its' 
mouth was open like any dog that has been running and I noticed nothing 
outstanding about its teeth. I observed the animal for some two minutes 
or more, never taking my eyes off it. Then it just faded away as if a 
veil of silk had been drawn oyer it • .A.t first I thought that it had drop­
ped into a hole, but on looking at the beach with our big 30 x 80 glasses 
this was out of the question for bulldozers had been on the beach the day 
before to move the aand away from the sea wall and the beach was as flat 
as a pancake, plus/the 'ripd had levelled it off so it looked like a ten­
nis court, no que-.tion of a hole. A.lso the coastguard look-out is 26 feet 
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above sea-level so at �11 times I am looking down on the beach. 0448 was 
uy last sighting of the animal, but I remained observing the area until 
0555 with negative results. My feelings at tlw t�e were a little mixed 
for I am a trained observer and have excellent vision and I told myself 
that things like this do not happen. I was also very curious ••• " 

That then is how Mr. Grant describes what ho.pi>ened on that stormy April morn­
ing. I�member, aa stated earlier, he was unaware of the Shuck legends at the time 
as he had transferred to Gorleston from the Isle of Sheppey that previous summer. 
However, this is hy no means the end of the story, for Mr. Grant happened to men­
tion his experience to another member of the coastguard staff, Mr. Ila.rold Cox, who 
came from Cromer and who knew of the shuck legends, what happened next is described 
by Mr, Grant: 

" ••• after telling Mr. Cox the story, he asked me if I was worried about 
the foreboding story that ,goes with the sighting of Old Shuck and expla­
ined that if anyone sees Old Shuck, some bad luck of misfortune will come 
to his family or friends the following year. I told him that this did not 
worry me too much (I wanted to know·the story) and so he told me all about 
Old Shuck ••• 11 

At that time Mr. Grant was completely un-concerruld with tales of ill-luck 
and misfortune, but soon after something happened to make h� change his mind, 
once again Mr. Grant takes up the story: 

"• • • Old Shuck was sighted by myself on the 19th April, I972. Mr. Cox who 
told me the story of Old Shuck, died of heart failure during the last 
week of June that same year. He collapsed in the same chair from Yhich 
he told me the story, he was in his mid 50's. In February 1973, my father 
died at home in Yorkshire, four 'Weeks after I told htm the story. Heart 
failure ••• " 

There is one further point worthy of note, which ties in with this story. 
Southtown Road, which runs parallel to the river almost opposite where Mr . Grant 
had his experience, has long been associated with a Sbuck Legend . This roadway was 
originally an ancient trackway linking Gorleston and Gt. Yarmouth . The Shuck that, 
according to the legend, haunts this road is a rather more spectacular creature 
than that seen by Mr. Graht. One account describes it as a huge black, shaggy ani­
mal, with large yellow eyes that glow like hot coals, around its neck han8s a ch­
ain. The account goes on to describe how, if a straw is laid across its path, the 
animal rattles its chains and howls in a loud and terifying manner I Although this 
account is far removed from Mr. Grant ' s, it is still interesting to speculate on 
whether or not there might possibly be some connection between these two creatures. 

Those then are the fact. It is left up to you, the reader, to draw your own 
conclusions. Is there something in these legends after all? Something that we are 
all to quick to turn a blind eye to, or to scoff at. Or can we put it all down to 
imagination and coincidence and the beleiving of what we want to beleive ? I hon­
estly don1t know •••• 

Finally, perhaps the last word on .1d Shuck should come from Mr. Grant him­
self ,whose experience has left a deep impression on him I 

"Now, when the wind blows from the north and is blowing a gale, I do 
not look on the sands of Yarmouth beach for very long ••• " 

. .... � 
LOCAL HAUNTS 

One of the now lesser kn01t'I1 East Anglia.n ghosts 
- - -Is that of one· Martba. Aldren. She was hanged at, 

�·���� NorWich Castle on July 31st 1807, for murdering 
her husband. It was said that her ghost appea­
red outside the castle on the anniversary of 
her execution. Around the turn of the century 
the story of her appearance seems to have come �ii����������������!!ii�i����� to its peak and hundreds of people would gather 

around the castle every year hoping to catch 
a glimpse of the apparition. Whether or not 
it was seen is unfortunately unrecorded ••••• 

IMPORTANT ANNoUNCEM:ENTil--·w-sritt IIA.VE'Bl.CK N_UM:BEn oF LA.NT.Ei?N a and
--4-;-so�1_. ., 

IF YOU WERE UNFORTUNATE ENOUGH TO MISS THDI, ALL IS NOT LOSTI 'l·f:{EY .A.RE �· 
OBTAINABLE FROM a LAN�RN(BACK NUMBERS), 3 DUN"riCH WA.Y, LOWESTOFT ••• �... fG . .. ' . . . 
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LOCAL G:�RlS�IJitltt� -------

The remains of a Pagan Fertility Rite, which had been gra fted onto the Chris­
tian faith, 'N'e re recorded a.s still taking place a.s recently as the 18th cent­
ury, at Bury St. Edmunds. The •Gentleman 's Magazine' of 1783 records that1 
"Whenever a married woman wished to be pregnant, this white bull, who enjoy­
ed full ease and plenty in the fields of Habyrdon, never meanly yoked to the 
plough, nor ever cruelly baited at the stake, vas led in procession through 
the principal streets of the town1 viz: Church Street, Guildhall Street and 
Cook l�w, of which the last led to the principal gate of the monastery, at­
tended by all the monks singing, a.nd a shouting crowd, the woman Y&lking by 
him and stroking his milk-white side and dewlaps. The bull then being dis­
missed, the woman entered the church, and paid her . vows at the altar of St. 
Edmunds, kissing the stone a.nd entreating with tears the blessings of a child. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
In the angle between the tower and the wall of Pakefield church, now within 
the modern heating chamber, is a large sarsen stone. Almost certainly the re­
mains of a heathen temple irhich stood there long before Christianity came to 
these sho�res. When the heating chamber Y&s being built, human bones nre dis­
covered at the base of the stone ,  quite possibly the remains of human sacri­
fices. When Christianity was introduced, the church n.s almost certainly _bu­
ilt on the site of the old temple and the hea.thern altar left in place, ·the 
Christian altar being placed in such a manne r that all people coming into the 
church would, whenttn·ning to face the new altar, turn their backs on the old 
one, both :phsycally and symbolically ••••••• 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
There is a bridge near Hoxne, Suffolk, over which, until nll into the 19th 
century, bridal couples would not cross. The reason being that, according to 
legend, King F�und of East Anglia. hid under it after his defeat by the Danes 
in 870ad. A newly married couple who were crossing the bridge saw the glint 
of his gold spurs reflected in the water1, a.nd they betrayed him to the Danes. 
As he was dragged a1my, Edmund shouted out an angry curse on all bridal couples 
who should ever cross the bridge. It is still said that the gleam of his spur. 
can be seen from the bridge on moDDlit nights •••• 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

0 0 • 

, S�RUS� 
It was not long after I first became int­
erested in UFO•s that I had thia experience. 
I have never seen anything remotely like 

wit• 8 
it since then, but I do not claim that it 
is proof of extra terrestrial visitation, 
simply that I saw what ca.n only be des-. 
cribed as an Unidentified Flying Object. 

IJFOV 
A PERSONAL ACCOUNT 

It vas Tinter time, late 1967 when I 
waa a yotmg school-boy. I was on my way 
home in Lo11'8stoft on my old pusll-bike . The 
time was about 5 .15pn GMT, and it ws do.rk, 
starless evening. I turned from the road 
by Fen Park into what is now Martins ·Ave-

nue and approached the sharp left-hand corner . - .. - - � --
where it met Newa.rk Road. At that time there J \. WC.'-'- �of'.» 
were less houses on the right-hand side of the 

- SC.\J� 
road, only an area. of virtually empty waste­
land with a. row of semi-deta.vhed dwellings sta­
rting fifty yards further on. i'liere-nret how­
ever, houses already on the left. 

As I turned the corner, cycling very slo­
wly, I noticed a bright light high up in the 
sky to my right and in front of me. I suppose 
that it bDmediately struck me as being odd, 
because I dismounted from my 'bike and stood 
watching the light. At first I thought that it 
was a.n extremely brilliant star shining through 
a break in the heavy clouds. But only a. fey 
seconds later, it seemed to become someboy 
more sharply defined and a. distinct outline 
be�a.me apparent. (continued on next page) 
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1�tever it was swooped towards ue with no other sound than a rush of air 
and aisappeared somewhere to my left. There was in fact a fifty feet wide gap be­
tween two blocks of houses and the object went straight out of sight between them. 
In the moment that it was closest to me { about 45 feet away and some 8 feet up) I 
was able to tell what it looked like. It was more or less t he shape of a rugby ba­
ll, although thinner and more pointed and it shone like some kind of silvery steel. 
The length would have been about 20 feet and the ridt h, at the 'Widest part, the mi­
ddle, about 7 feet. A completely uneducated guess at it's speed would be somewhere 
in the region of 40 to 50 mph, but I have a poor eye for speeds and that figure co­
uld be a long way out. 

I really can't remember very much of what happened after that, except that I 
hopped back onto my 1bike and pedalled furiously away from the scenel My parents 
t ell me that when I cace indoors I slumped back against the door, with my face wh­
iter than a sheet& Despite this they t hought that I had imagined it all and I for 
&ne can1t prove it one way or the other. 

The ob .jec t certainly SED.mn solid enough at the time, but then the imagina­
tion is a. powerful force to reckon with. Even now, six years later, I still don't 
Imow if it was fact or fantasy, and I probably never rill •••••• 

KEY a 

N'WAe� Qo.q 7> • .  

lo.Ou.lC.'-'TO �I: 
A. Point where the object was first seen. �. Lowest point reached by 
;hject and its comparative size. £• Approx imate point where the object 
was las t  seen. 

_ ·-�-- . 
a ghost named ,George '' 

It is unusual,'at'least in East Anglia, to come across a case of haunting 
where t he witness is apparently unafraid of the apparition. Indeed, in the c ase of 
which I am about to write , the ghost never seemed malevolent in any way and was in 
fact given the name 1 George 1 by the family involved. 

This family consisted of the mother now aged 46 and whom, for various reasons 
we ri ll call Mrs.E.c.o., her daughter now aged 16 and her sons now aged 19 and 21. 
The y moved into their flat in Bevan S treet, Lowestoft, in Marc h 1971 and at first 
all seemed to be quite normal. Then their miniature Dachshund began to act stran­
gely , its hair was often seen to bristle along its back for no apparent reason. 
They suspected, not unreasonably, that the next-door cat vas in the vicinity, but 
later found that this vas not so. After that time the dog could never be ma.de to 
go into the kitcbenJ and it was from there that about six mont hs later Mrs.E.c.o. 
�eard the footsteps of someone walking about upstairs. She c alled, thinki ng that 
it was one of her children, but received no reply. Then she decided to have a lo­
ok. Although by that time it was just beginning to get dark, she could see at the 
far end of the hall a dim figure about six feet tall, seemingly wearing a1 long 
black cloak. No face was visible and it apparently had no contact rith t� ground 
because where it's feet should have been, Mrs.o could only see the bottomt' of the 
door behind itl As remarkable as it may seem she was li ttle disturbed by he fig­
ures presence and when she looked back again ten minutes later, it had go e. 

After that, it was seen again at least tvice and It's presence 'felt' sev­
eral times by other members of the fami ly. Mrs.o. was, and still i s, of the op­
in ionthat the apparition was not evil in any YfY• They came to accept its occas­
ional appearances, though still perhaps a litt le perturbed at its presence, they 

5. 



in fact deemed it to be a masculine spirit and dubbed it 'George.• 

The area around the ball and kitchen seemed to be one of George's favour­
ite 'haunts•, since there was often a feeling of intense cold there as well as 
the sensation of someone being behind one's shoulder. 

Sometime after the first sighting by Mrs.o., one of her sons say a dark fi­
gure looking down at him from the top of the stairs, but as he reached half-vay 
up the form disappeared• Then, as he continued climbing, a. presenee seemed to be 
folloYing him although not visible. He thought that perhaps some member of his 
family vere playing a t rick on him, but he later found that this was not the case. 
Although Ah·s. 0 1 s o tM r son never actually saw or heard anything he, like the other 
members of the family, were always aware of 'George'. At one time her daughter al­
so saw something shadowy at the foot of the stairs. The description was alyo.ys 
that of a dark shape, as if wearing a long black clo�, but never with any visi­
ble feitures and ce rtainly never Yith any hostile intent. 

The phenomenon called 1 George' YD.s never experienced in the lounge or in 
any of. the bedrooms and in July 1971, a number of alterations were done 'in the 
flat, including the removal of the staircase and the re-positioning of some of 
the doors. If this was to blame for •George1s' subsequent demise, it took a fey 
months to take effect, because it was not until the October of that year that his 
appearances finally ceased. 

About 40 or 50 years ago there vas an incident very close to the srea of 
the flat , in Yhich a. man comitted suicide after murde ring another. His body fell 
in Junction passage and the spot was marked until recent times by a cross in the 
pavement. There may be some connection here Yith the haunting and then again 
there may not. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
FOOTNOTE: 

We would be very interestad in hearing from anyone in connection rith 
the reputed haunting of a. Ma.nn Egerton repair shop, in the late 1940''• partic­
ularly Yith regards to the exact location of the shop in Bevan Street. 

� � 

INTERESTED JN 
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AND ITS ACT\ VI TIES ·r 

T�EN WRITE TO . • .  

MR. l. BUNN 
3 DUNWICH WA� I 

LOWESTOFT I � for furl:her dWlils � .. 

� -
In the near future B.S.I.G. hopes to 
publish the first in a series of bo­
oklets, dealing with various aspects 
of the unexplained in East Anglia. 

The first of these will be about 
the Ghost of Lovestoft and should be 
available shortly. Although at yhe 
moment we have plent� of stories for 
it, �ost of these have been taken 
from other written sour ces. What we 

.would like to do is to get hold of 
ghost-stories from Lowestoft which 
are original and have never before 
been written down. So, if you feel 
that you are able to help, be it with 
a story Yhich you recall your grand­
mother telling, or with a personal 
experienc�t_!he .editors would be pl­
eased to 'hear from you. 
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U.F.O. REPORT 
Over the last two months there has been e. marked increase in the number of 

UFO reports which have been received from the Beccles area. At the beginning of 
January we heard rmnours to the effect that people ha.d been seeing strange objects 
in the sky over Becclea, but we had nothing definite to go on. So a letter was pub­
lished in the 'Beccles and Bungay Journal• asking for info:rma.tion. The subsequent 
response we.s not as over-Yhelming as ye had hoped it would be, in lla.ct we received 
only one reply. The writer was e. lady living in Beccles who told .us that, on Thur­
sday January 3rd, her tYo sons aged 10 and .12 had been playing on Beccles cOllliPon 
with their friends when a. cigar-shaped object passed overhead. It made a. 'noise·• 
which gave the boys a. headache. At the time ot writing we are still waiting the 
full details of this sighting. 

On Ja.nua.ry 18th the 'Lowestoft Journal' carried details of tYO couples who 
claimed to have seen KQhoutek's comet on Sunday, January 13th. The first couple saw 
it from Southwold at 3.40pm. They described a brilliant golden �star', much bigger 
and brighter than Venus, in the SW. As they watched, the object suddenly disappeared 
only to re-appear again a few minutes later, this time rlth a •tail' pointing up­
wards. It remained visible for a. minute or. so and the 'went out'. 
That same afternoon , between 4pm and 4.30pm, another couple se.'W' 
an almost identical object froc So1aerleyton Marshes, this object 
which the y also beleived to be the comet, was described as a be­
autiful bright star, brighter than Venus. It too was golden in 
colour but had two tailsl At first we were inclined to beleive 
the theory that they bad seen the comet under some freak atmos-
pheric conditions, especially as an amateur aatronomer also re- · ·  

•• 
' .,. .. 

ported seeing the comet that same evening. However, since then a.nither report ha.s 
come to us which has made us seriously re-think this theory. 

On Sunday, January 6th, a local family were visiting Ashby church. It was a. 
bright, crisp, sunny, Yinter1s day,.with little cloud about. At approximately 3.15pm 
the fathers attention yas caught by a.n object in the sky to the SW. It was metal­
lic gold coloured, oddly-shaped object, hanging silent and motionless in the Sky. 
(Fig.t.). He immediately drew the rest of the familys' attention to the object and 
for a. minute or so a.ll of them gazed sky-vards a.t it, Then, to their astonishment 
it suddenly disappeared in a. clear blue sky& 

Ten minutes later their attention wa.s once again dra."'m to the sky when a 
larger, cigar-shaped object came into view above a. bank of cloud in the SW. Tb9 
object was moviDg swiftly 'and silently on a. south-easterly course and. appeared to 
be much closer·to them than the first object. It was dark grey in-coiour.but was 

FIG.2. 

bright a.t the ends (Fig.2.). Once 
more the family stood and watched as 
the object sped silently across the 
sky for some 2! minutes, when sudden­
ly it too disappeared in the clear 
sky. Again some ten minutes elapsed 

and then, to their amazement the sawe object (or a.n identical one) appeared at the 
same height,, but thia time in the SE, speeding silently ba.ck towards the cloud 
above which it ha.d first appeared. Once more they watched spelL-bound a.s the large 
craft sped across the sky and disappeared into the cloud. At the point where it en­
tered, the cloud broke up into small pieces. Despite watching ·for a.not,her 45 min-
utes or so, the objects failed to re-a.ppea.r 

· · 

The witnesses were a.ll most impressed by the size of the objects, especially 
'�th that of the seoond one. The first object was, in comparison, the same length 
as a 5 inch long stick held a.t arms length, whilst the second could be compared. 
to a 12 inch ruler a.t arms lengthU One witness estimated it to 1te a.t least 5 or 6 
times longer than a. large jet airliner. . 

At the time of writing this report ha.d only just come into our hands, so we 
have been unable t.o check local air-craft movements etc., but this ye shall be doing 
in the near future. It any readers can help ri th other reports from this a.rea. we 
would be very pleased to bear from them 

.... ,.... .. - � - - - -

- ,._ - .. .-- - .. "T --±_. FIG.a, Showing aprox. relative paths taken by the �. ciga.r-sha.ped object. 
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A valuable book on the most celebrated of all East Anglian ghost stories has 
just appeared. It is 1 THE GHOSTS OF BORLEY• by Paul Tabori and Peter Undenrood� ( David and Charles, £3.50) • The Borley hauntings became celebrated not only on ao-' 
count of the number of witnesses who testitied to them, but for their variety. Al• 
most all t,ypes of psychical phenomena were observed. Apparitions, poltergeist act,.;;. ,. >· 
ivities, noises, apports and the displacement of objects. A ghost coach figured·· ·f 

largely and an unusual feature was scribblings on the wall appealing for help· of 
a religious nature. These were said to have been made by the spirit of Mary La-
irre, a young French.voman who was murdered by a member of the prominent Walde-
grave fanlily. She is sa.id to have been a nun, but her existence has never satis- . 
factorily been proved. It is significant, however, that apparitions of a YOma.n in 
a religious habit were frequently seen. 

In 1929 the attention of the eminent psychical investigator, the late Harry 
Price, was drawn to the phenomena and after some visits to the house, he took it 
for a year, from May 1937 to May 1���'- duringYhich time it yas continuously under 
observation by teams of voluntary observer·s; As a result of the data so collected, . 
Price wrote two book&J 1 Tbe Most Haunted House in England'(1940) and •The End of 
Borley Rectory' (1946). These soon became known all over the world, but. in 1956, 
after Price's death, the Society for Psychical Research issued a lengthy report, 
• The lla.unting of Borley Rectory'. The thesis of this 'W&S simpleJ the Yhole thing 

was a fraud, engineered by Price, rith possibly some help from tbe rife of tbe 
former rector. Price himself has pointed out that this lady, Mrs. l4arianne Foys­
ter, could have manufactured some of the happenings, but the present book invest­
igates these allegations. As far as can be ascertained she could have carried out 
some trickery, but there is no evidence.that she did. 

In 1948 a journalist, Mr. Charles Sutton, claimed that Yhen with Price at 
BOrley, found Price's pockets to be full of bricks and pebbles. (He does not ex­
plain how Price managed to carry bricks rithout it being obvious. Sutton rushed 
to the nearest telephone and relatid his story, but it was killed by his neys ed- . -
itor because he had no witnesses and Price had, his secretary. The book asserts· 
however, that he prevailed upon Price to drive him to the Bull Hotel at Long MeJ.... 
fozt., yhere they sat for some time having drinks and chatting. During all this 
time he made no attempt to use the telephone and it is strange, to say the least 
that he should be on such friendly terms rith .� man he had just denounced .• · 

A second charge against Price is that he had a quite ordinary falling brick 
photographed while the house was being demolished and reproduced the photograph 
in his second book, with'the comment that if it represented a genuine paranormar 
phenomena "Then n have the photograph of a poltergeist missile in flight." It was 
said that there was a ma.n YOrking behind the wall nearby and that the brick fell 
as a result of his efforts. Although men nre admittedly working on the ruins, 
there is nothing to shoy that any of them wre as near as that. The Yhole matter 
remains controversial, but there is no proof Yhat ever that Price faked anything,· 
or that he distorted a purely natural happening to suit his own ends. 

The book contains a very convincing chapter of happenings which ocurred a:£­
ter Price • s time and had not �before been published. They include footsteps, other 
noises, the nun several times.,. the coach again, and tYO ney ghost, spectral cats, 
one of which was an enormous black'·cre&ture and the other lean, sickly and scraggy. 
There is a useful appendix of short biographies of the peo ple who figured in the 
Borley drama, some of w�¥w led remarkable lives. The Yhole book does much to re­
habilitate.one•s faith in the YOnders narrated by.Price and to re-establish his 
reputation. It is a 'must• for all serious students of psychic matters. 

WANTED I YOUR OWN PERSONAL STRANGE EXPERIENCES, I • t 

W.J.C. 

HAVE YOU EVER HAD..&. STRANGE EXPERIENCE FOR WHICH lOU HAVE NO EXPLAINATION? 

IF SO, WE THE BORDERLINE SCIENCE INVESTIGATION GROUP, WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 
ABOUT IT. PLEASE WRitE TOa- . 

THE EDITORS ( LA.Nf.ERN} , . 
c/o 3 DUNWICB WAY, LOWESTOFT;· 

s. 



On Augul'!t 1th, 1l577, a. tremendous storm hit thh part of !�ast Anglia. During 
the stont hoth Dungay and Blythburgh c hurche s were struck by lightning and pe ople 
were killed. However, according to legend , it was the Devil himself that visited 
the c hurches and was re spo nsible for the deat hs . He appeare d in the form of a 
large bla ck dog. To this day on the inside of . the North door of Blythbu��h church 
are scorch marks said to have been made by his red-hot talons& To commemorate this 
event, a poem was written, part of which is reproduced here. 

� .won der strange and terrible, 
�s ma n did ever hear 

Both singu lar and horrib le 
Occur'd in Norfolkshire 
At Bungay and at Blighborough 
Upon the Sabbath day 
The people went a s  custom was 
Unto the church to pray. 

Ilut in the m id st of morning prrner 
•ro eve ryone ' s  surprise 
Darkness did overspread the air 
And quite concealed the skies. 
And rain and hail came rattling down 
wi th such a horrid roar 
The old est person in the town 
Ne1er witnessed before. 

The wind did b low a fearful blast 
Which made the church to quake 
And sheets of light ning thick a nd  fast 
The walls and doors did shake, 
And long and loud the thunder rolled 
Tremendous was the sound 
Its fervour struck on every soul 
Some fainted to the ground . 

'£he church appear 1d a mas of flame 
And while t he  storm did rage 
A b lack and fearful monster came 
All eyes he did engage. 
All down the church in midst of fire 
The hellish monster flew 

And passing onward to the Quire 
he many people slew 

1lany were stricken to the ground 
Whereof they strangely died 
And many others there were found 
Wounded on every side. 
rhe church itself wa.s rent and broke 
The clock in pieces torn 
Two men who in the bellfry sat 
Were killed upon t he spot. 

This wonder strange and terrible 
Is left •pon record 
To show to age s yet un-born 
The terrors of the Lord. 
Fearful and wo ndrous are his ways 
Who can withstand his might? 
The great Jehova let us praise 
Him let us serve aright. '-""""' 
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O F  NORWICH, 
In the la s t  i s sue of 

LAl�l�RN, the re c ent s i­
g ht ing o f  a ' Grey Lady ' 
in 'I'ombla.nd Alley, No r­
wi c h ,  wa s  ment ioned , 
S in c e  then the Psyc hi cal 
Re s e a r c h  Se c t ion of the 
B S I G  have b e e n  making 
extens ive enqu i r ie s into 
t hi s  alleged haunt ing 

'ntONG PLACE 
It would appe ar t hat 

t he appar i t ion wa s  not 
in fac t seen in Tomb­
land AllfY as re po rted , 
but in o ff i c e s ove r ' the 
Eas t  Angl ian Tour i st 
In fo �a t ion Centre at the 
August ine Stuart House ,  
whi c h  s tand s c lo se to the 
alle y. It ha s  also b e en 
s e en in nearby bui ld ing s ,  

GHOST-WATCH? 
The Engine e r s  Depa rt-

. ment o f  No rwi c h City 
Co rpo rat ion , have been 
kind en ough t o  grant u s  
perm i s s ion t o  set up our 
e quipment in the build ing 

&nd i t  1 •  hoped to do 
t hi• in the near future 
a s  soon . as all the de­
tails have been final­
i sed . 

NEWS • • •  NEWS • • •  NEWS • • •  

LONG RANGE TELEPATHY 
EXlERIMENT RESULTS, 

On January 28th an­
o the r telepathy exp­
er iment was conducted 
b y  members o f  BSIG. It 
lasted for 10days dur­
ing whi ch t ime the five 
s;ymbols o f  the Zener 
c ards we re transmitted 
at a rate of 10 eac h 
n ight , giving a total 
of 100 card s over the 
1 0  day experiment , a 
to tal of 9 people took 
pari . The person who 
a ttempted to t ransmi t 
t he  cards was in Ewe ll 
Surrey, while t he  rest 
acting a s  ' rece ivers • ,  
we re situa ted in the 
Lowe st o ft/Norwic h  area , 

.ANALYSIS, . 
'l'he final results were 

analysed to see i f  any 

part i e irjan t had obtained 
a result ove r and above 
that given by chance , In 
tbe · final re ckoning , all 
o f  the partic ipants exc­
ept 2 ,  obtained re sults 
c omple tely within t he  
b ound s given by chance . 
The o ther two members ob­
tamed re sults above those 
given b y  c hance , the se are 
still be ing analysed , 

OTHER ASPECTS , 
A.s we ll a s  t he n o rmal 

analys i s  o f  the re sults , 
greater attent ion will be 
paid t hi s t ime to o t he r  
a spect s  o f  the experiment 
to see if any re sults , al­
though d i ffering from tho se 
o f  the t ransmi tter , do in 
s cae way relate to each 
o ther , wh i c h  m ight ind i­
c ate that the people in­
volved bad in fact been 
re ce iving each others th­
o ught s  instead of t ho se o f  
the tran smitter . Should 
anything o f  note c ome to 
light in t hi s  dire ction ,  
this c olumn will pub li sh 
d e tails in a future i s sue , 

NEWS , , .  , NEWS , . , .NEWS , , , , NEWS , ,  • ,NEWS , . • ,NEWS, • • ,NEWS , • • .NEWS . • • ,NEWS , , • .NEWS , • • •  

D c o c a a o a a 

I won4e r  i f  t he  lo cal re ticence to commit pen to paper on ce rtain sub jects 
i s  c on f ined t o  the bo rders of East Anglia ? For several years now, we in. the Bor­
de rline Scien ce Inve st igation Group , have be en trying to coax the populace of 
this reg ion into t elling us some o f  the i r  intere s t ing storie s o f  the unexplained , 

Usually, when we appro ac h some one and begin convers ing with them about suc h 
thing s asUF0 1 S, haunt ings and legends , they draw us in clo ser and proc eed to tell 
us tale s o f  we ird things th8.t have happened to them in East hglian lanes o r  chu­
r chyard s {although pub s also seem to figure prominently in the se sto rie s J ) This 
i s  just what we want ,  But when we a sk them in the lo cal newspapers or on po s ters 
o r  even in t he  pages o f  this magazine fo r folk to write t he ir experience s and 
tale s down on paper and send them to us , we are met with a typ ical Eas t  .Anglian 
s tubbornes s and hardly an yone sends us anything , 

I do hope t hat people aren ' t  re luc tant for fear o f  ridicule ,  be c ause we wel­
c ome ab solute ly anyt hing with open arms and open mind s , We would like to be re­
garded as a ' publi c  service • ,  waereby anyone can tell us of t he ir unusual experi­
en ces in t he  s t ri c test c onfidence , and we Yill do our be st to investigate it in a 
tho rough and objec tive way . 

Any member o f  the gene ral public i s  free to use us for thi s  purpo se , and 
the pages o f  LAN TERN are ever open to your c omments and crit i c i sm s , your articles 
and you r ideas. We want toknow the legends o f  Eas t Anglia atraight from the pens 

o f  t ho se that know them ,  and the ob servation s  o f  unexplained things from those 
that have seen them .  , ' 

Why keep them to yourselve s when there are others who will listen to 'yo\lr 
tale s without laughing ? 

· 

..c.(h 
� · 

10 ,  


